
 
In 2017 the State Legislature passed House Bill 2998, a bill designed to streamline transfer between 
Oregon’s community colleges and public four-year universities. The legislation directed the HECC to 
bring together community colleges and universities to establish statewide “foundational curricula,” 
now called the Oregon Transfer Compass, of at least 30 credits that can be transferred to every 
institution in Oregon.  The course distribution requirements of the Oregon Transfer Compass are on 
the next page. (​https://www.oregon.gov/highered/policy-collaboration/Pages/transfer-2998.aspx​) 
 
Western Oregon University is now tasked with determining how the Oregon Transfer Compass 
credits align with our General Education program categories.  Note that this is not like a transfer 
degree, so if a students transfers to WOU with these credits, they will still need to complete the 
remaining elements of the General Education program here at WOU (WR 122, Critical Thinking, 
Communication & Language, Health Promotion and Integrating Knowledge).  Furthermore, if 
students transfer with 30 or more credits, they will not be required to take the First Year Seminars. 
Below is the alignment determined by the General Education Committee.  
 
 

Oregon Transfer Compass Curriculum WOU General Education Requirement 

WR 121 Foundations: WR 121 

Arts & Letters Exploring Knowledge: Literary and 
Aesthetic Perspectives 

Social Sciences Exploring Knowledge: Social, Historic, 
and Civic Perspectives* 
*Also meets the cultural literacy requirement 

Natural Sciences Exploring Knowledge: Scientific 
Perspectives 

Mathematics Foundations: Mathematics 
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