Graduate Level Courses (G-8) - Current

All graduate courses will be designed to help students achieve well-defined objectives or student learning outcomes. Student learning outcomes encompass the range of student attributes and abilities that students should be able to demonstrate after successful completion of the course.

400/500 courses

Courses bearing dual-listed numbers (400/500) must provide students who are enrolled for 500-level credit with graduate-level learning. Expectations for learning outcomes in the graduate component of dual listed (400/500 level) courses are the same as for stand-alone 500-level courses. A distinction must be made between learning outcomes for students taking the course for undergraduate credit (400 level) and those taking the course for graduate credit (500 level). In most cases this distinction should include emphasis on developing skills in analysis, synthesis, and/or evaluation for the 500-level credit. The differences in student learning outcomes should be accompanied by appropriate differences in learning opportunities and evaluation procedures.

500-level courses

These courses are graduate courses in support of graduate certificate/endorsement/specialization or master's degree programs.

Undergraduates of exceptional scholastic achievements may, outside of an Accelerated Undergraduate to Master's Pathway (AUMP), program be admitted to these courses on the approval of the instructor and they may, if admitted, under some conditions, use a limited number of these courses toward a graduate certificate/endorsement/specialization or a master's degree program. These courses have one or more of the following characteristics:
· They require upper division prerequisites in the discipline.
· They require an extensive theoretical base in the discipline.
· They increase or re-examine the existing knowledge or database of the discipline.
· They present core components or important peripheral components of the discipline at an advanced level.



Purpose:

To allow qualified WOU undergraduates that wish to pursue a graduate program at WOU immediately after completing their undergraduate degree to utilize up to 15 credits of graduate courses towards their undergraduate and graduate degree.

Use towards the undergraduate degree will vary by program

Criteria for acceptance and continuation in the AUMP:
· Fully admitted undergraduates of senior standing
· Cumulative WOU GPA of 3.2 or above
· Pursuing an undergraduate major identified as participating in an approved AUMP
· Meets any requirements set by the graduate program that is in excess of the above-stated minimum requirements

Restrictions:

· Authorizes enrollment in 500 level courses only
· Maximum of 15 credits can be accrued through AUMP
· Minimum grade of B (3.0) or better is required for a course to apply in the graduate level program
· Courses graded on a Pass/No Credit or Satisfactory/No Credit basis are not eligible for use in AUMP programs.
· Graduate courses taken at WOU prior to acceptance into a graduate program are considered transfer courses under academic regulation G-18.

Cost:

Undergraduates accepted into AUMP will pay at the undergraduate rate for the approved 500 level 
AUMP courses they take while still an undergraduate.

Upon full admission as a graduate student applicable graduate tuition rates apply.

600-level courses

These are graduate courses available for use by graduate students, for graduate certificate/endorsement/specialization or master's degree programs. In addition to exhibiting the characteristics of 500-level courses, these courses typically have increased level of sophistication on developing skills in analysis, synthesis, and/or evaluation.

At least 50 percent of coursework in a graduate degree program must be 600 level.




Graduate Level Courses (G-8) - Proposed

All graduate courses will be designed to help students achieve well-defined objectives or student learning outcomes. Student learning outcomes encompass the range of student attributes and abilities that students should be able to demonstrate after successful completion of the course.

400/500 courses

Courses bearing dual-listed numbers (400/500) must provide students who are enrolled for 500-level credit with graduate-level learning. Expectations for learning outcomes in the graduate component of dual listed (400/500 level) courses are the same as for stand-alone 500-level courses. A distinction must be made between learning outcomes for students taking the course for undergraduate credit (400 level) and those taking the course for graduate credit (500 level). In most cases this distinction should include emphasis on developing skills in analysis, synthesis, and/or evaluation for the 500-level credit. The differences in student learning outcomes should be accompanied by appropriate differences in learning opportunities and evaluation procedures.

500-level courses

These courses are graduate courses in support of graduate certificate/endorsement/specialization or master's degree programs.

Undergraduates of exceptional scholastic achievements may, outside of an Accelerated Undergraduate to Master's Pathway (AUMP), program be admitted to these courses on the approval of the instructor and they may, if admitted, under some conditions, use a limited number of these courses toward a graduate certificate/endorsement/specialization or a master's degree program. These courses have one or more of the following characteristics:
· They require upper division prerequisites in the discipline.
· They require an extensive theoretical base in the discipline.
· They increase or re-examine the existing knowledge or database of the discipline.
· They present core components or important peripheral components of the discipline at an advanced level.

600-level courses

These are graduate courses available for use by graduate and AUMP students, for graduate certificate/endorsement/specialization or master's degree programs. In addition to exhibiting the characteristics of 500-level courses, these courses typically have increased level of sophistication on developing skills in analysis, synthesis, and/or evaluation.

At least 50 percent of coursework in a graduate degree program must be 600 level.


Accelerated Undergraduate Master’s Pathway (AUMP)

Purpose:

To allow qualified WOU undergraduate students that wish to pursue a graduate program at WOU immediately after completing their undergraduate degree the opportunity to apply graduate coursework towards the completion of their undergraduate and graduate degrees.

Criteria for acceptance and continuation in the AUMP:
· Fully admitted undergraduates of senior standing
· Cumulative WOU GPA of 3.2 or above
· Pursuing an undergraduate program identified as participating in an approved AUMP
· Meets any requirements set by the graduate program that is more than the stated minimum requirements
· Undergraduate students who have been accepted to an accelerated undergraduate master’s pathway must complete all of their bachelor’s degree requirements and graduate within 12 months of the first day of the term in which they begin taking graduate courses as part of the accelerated program. Students who fail to do so will undergo a progress review and may be dismissed from the accelerated program.

Provisions:
· 500- and 600-level courses that may count toward both the undergraduate and graduate programs will be determined through collaboration of designated faculty members in each program.
· AUMP students may take a maximum of 16 graduate credits while classified as an undergraduate. 
· Minimum grade of B (3.0) or better is required for a course to apply in the graduate level program
· Courses graded on a Pass/No Credit or Satisfactory/No Credit basis are not eligible for use in AUMP programs.
· The number of graduate credits earned in the AUMP program that can be applied to a graduate program will be determined by the graduate program and academic regulation G-18.
· The number of graduate credits earned in the AUMP program that can be applied to an undergraduate program will be determined by the undergraduate program.

Cost:

Undergraduates accepted into AUMP will pay at the undergraduate rate for the approved AUMP courses they take while still an undergraduate.

Upon full admission as a graduate student applicable graduate tuition rates apply.



Course Numbering System (W-1) - Current

	Courses numbered:

	1-99
	Preparatory courses that do not count toward a degree

	100-299
	Lower-division courses

	300-499
	Upper division courses

	500-599
	Graduate courses with undergraduate equivalents

	600-699
	Graduate courses for graduate students only

	700
	In-service courses

	800
	Professional development courses that do not apply to degrees




Course Numbering System (W-1) - Proposed

	Courses numbered:

	1-99
	Preparatory courses that do not count toward a degree

	100-299
	Lower-division courses

	300-499
	Upper division courses

	500-599
	Graduate courses with undergraduate equivalents

	600-699
	Graduate courses for graduate and AUMP students

	700
	In-service courses

	800
	Professional development courses that do not apply to degrees



